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Westan Lakey, Taylor Boehm, and I, Shelby Brown, are from
Arkansas Tech University. The three of us began learning
Japanese together at Tech with our own specific reasons for
wanting to learn Japanese.

The one major factor pushing me to want to learn Japanese at
a quicker pace is the people. Komazawa Exchange students who
went to Arkansas Tech a couple of years ago were always willing
to help me; Komazawa students here are also always willing to
help. This constant willingness to help is something not found
everywhere in the world and I treasure everyone that pushes
me. The dream of becoming fluent in Japanese and exploring
the wonders of the culture and history that one can only fully
experience if fluent in that language is slowly but surely getting
closer every day I live here in Japan.

I have already learned so much about the people, culture, and
language. I want to continue having fun with my studies and
thank everyone who has helped me do so.
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