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The most advanced English course available, it should give students the best preparation
for study abroad. The course is conducted so that students may experience what it is like to
take a university-level course in a foreign country, and thereby have more success from
studying abroad. Students will study something in English instead of studying English. Lec-
tures, compositions, and conversation practice will concentrate on international social prob-
lems such as human rights, war, feminism, poverty, suicide, sex, racism, euthanasia, abortion,
ecology, etc. Alternatively, programs in the history of economic and political thought, and in
American sociology, may be used as lecture material.

Elementary level English conversation will not be taught, but there will be intensive prac-
tice every period in spoken English on, quotidian, opinion exchange, and intellectual levels.
Major emphasis is placed on learning to converse intelligently, that is, to communicate
thought in spoken language. Considerable time will be devoted to English composition and
to listening comprehension practice.

The format of the course is not based fundamentally upon the lecture series; during most
of the class time students will be actively producing, in writing and speaking.

Attendance and active participation are most important, because improvement in English
speaking depends on the amount of practice. Please attend all of the classes. The student
may miss six classes in the year and still pass; if the student misses five classes, the final
grade will be one letter-grade less than what the student would otherwise have received.

Apart from the two final-semester examinations, there will be frequent small exams. Such
exams are not intended to apply pressure; an examination is an excellent method of learn-
ing. All exam questions will be questions that we have done together in class, which are
printed in the textbook.

Your final grade depends 70% on your class performance, in every class. I will keep a re-
cord of your participation in every single class meeting. This is a course for English conver-
sation: one can improve speaking ability, similarly to playing piano, only by constant prac-
tice. This is true no matter how advanced the student maybe. Therefore, attendance is ex-
tremely important, and the examinations have minor effect on the final grade. Finally! Eve-
ryone in the class is equally able to get an “A” in the class, because the final grade does not
depend on the final examination. Even if a student cannot speak English at all. he/she has as
much a chance as the other students to get an “A”, because his final grade depends on his
effort and his improvement in comparison to his initial ability.

We will probably use American Sociology, Themis Research Group as our textbook. In the
first class meeting we will have a diagnostic test to determine the appropriate level of the
class: do not buy the text until after the first class. Also recommended is an English-
Japanese dictionary or a battery-powered dictionary. There will be some effort to absorb the
vocabulary of written English that you probably do not know.
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WELCOME TO ENGLISH CONVERSATION IU!

Come to my class and learn to speak English by question and answer in pairwork. Learn
proper pronunciation and challenge yourself. The 1st semester will be question and answer,
while the 2nd semester will be role playing activities.

However, attendance 1s very important! Small tests and quizzes will also be given.
LET'S HAVE FUN
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BELOEES

English Conversation I was designed for typical Japanese high school graduates, who have
studied English for six years at junior and senior high school, but have great difficulty in
speaking and understanding spoken English. The course helps students overcome their
natural shyness at speaking in a foreign language. and gives them many opportunities to
practice, in a meaningful context, communicating in natural spoken English. This enables
students to build up their speaking and listening skills, and improve their ability to under-
stand and use real English for real communication. Finally, this course seeks to increase the
number of situations in which students can function using real-world English.

A textbook with 15 units, a workbook and the instructor's worksheets will be used as
sources of classroom material. The course is based on the principle that the only way to be-
come fluent in a language is through lots of practice. The emphasis in this class, therefore,
will be firmly on speaking and listening exercises. Students will do most of their exercises
with one other student (this is called pairwork) to give everyone the maximum number of
opportunities for speaking and listening practice.

It will be assumed that students taking this course have studied English language at high
school level for six vears. Students must be willing to take a class where the instructor will
speak only English. Students should note that only two absences per semester are permitted
in this course. Constant attendance, and a positive attitude towards and active participation
in all class activities, will be essential for a passing grade in English Conversation L.

A final grade will be based on three measures: a mid-year exam (30%), an end-of-year
exam (30%), and a mark based on attendance, attitude in class and class performance
throughout the year (40%). The nature of the exams may vary depending upon the class
size, An interview-style exam will given if the number of students is small. Otherwise, listen-
ing and written exercises will be used.

Communicate : Book 1 a / David Paul / Macmillan Language House.
Student's Book 1a (1,230) & Workbook 1 a (880).
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This course will concentrate on improving the communicative skills of students. Students
will be taught functional English used in social situations, interviews, and international com-
munication.

Classes will begin with review and practice of the previous week's lesson. Students will be
expected to demonstrate fluency and accuracy in the assigned materials. New materials will
be introduced and practiced every week. Some of the areas covered will include social com-
munication, job interviews, international communication and describing Japan. Supplemen-
tary materials such as Eiken will also be used.

Regular attendance and active participation are absolutely necessary. When a student is
absent from class, it is his / her responsibility to get the assignment from the teacher or a
classmate. Failure to do so will result in poor class performance.

Grades will be based on daily class performance, attendance and interviews.
No text will be used.

Handouts from various sources will be distributed to the students.
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To help students English in a variety of social usel and business situations. To increase
students' working vocabulary and to improve pronunciation.

Students will intensively practice English through intensive pair work and assigned dia-
logues.

Students are expected to attend at least 80% of all classes and to positively participate in
classes.

#Hn OB & Teamwork by Richard Carrington, Macmillian Language House, 1994.
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The goal of this coarse is for students to begin expressing themselves at a basic level of
proficiency about everyday topics with which they are familiar.

Grammar and vocabulary will be incorporated into communicative speaking activities, Le.,
pair discussions with other students. These activities will be supplemented with pronuncia-
tion, intonation, stress and rhythm exercises and listening practice.

Homework will be used in place of a textbook and therefore will be an essential part of
preparation for each class.

Assessment will be determined by a combination of class participation (50%) , homework
(30%) and a final oral/written test (20%) given during the last class meeting.

None.
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