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A tangle in the forest

Colombia’s land title delays pit vulnerable groups against each
other

The Washington Post 22 Nov 2021 BY SAMANTHA SCHMIDT AND DIANA DURAN

Efrén Bocanegra, wife Atenais Mendez and their family share a home in Bogota they
received from the government after being displaced.
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A tangle in the forest

Colombia’s land title delays pit vulnerable groups against each
other

The Washington Post 22 Nov 2021 BY SAMANTHA SCHMIDT AND DIANA DURAN

Efrén Bocanegra, wife Atenais Mendez and their family share a home in Bogota they
received from the government after being displaced.

montebello, colombia — Luis Eduardo Tijaro walked down the dirt path to the
land where he had invested his life’s savings.
He strolled past his cattle, grazing on bright-green pasture; by the small
wooden house with the papaya tree towering over his wife’s garden; and up to
the creek where his 11-year-old son waded.
Their rural community, in an isolated corner of the Amazon once controlled
by Colombia’s largest rebel group, is at least a two-hour drive from the
closest town. The familv of four arrived here six years ago, on the back of a B
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